
 

Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                                    Issue 8, June 2016 

[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are writing to inform you about: 

 A new online platform for the Multi-stakeholder Partnership for Enhancing PCSD. 

 Upcoming events: SDG Partnerships Exchange (18 July) and Side Event at the HLPF (19 July).  

 Recent activities of the OECD-PCD Unit. 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective. 

Please note that we are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to 

your colleagues and let us know of any additional names to add to the list. 

With best wishes, the OECD PCD Unit. 

 

A NEW ONLINE PLATFORM FOR THE MULTI-STAKEHOLDER PARTNERSHIP FOR PCSD 

 

 

We are pleased to announce the launching of the online PCSD Partnership platform. This voluntary 

initiative was registered last month as #SDGAction12066 on the United Nations Partnerships for 

SDGs online platform.  It aims to provide a forum for exchange of knowledge and expertise on PCSD 

among governments, international organisations, civil society, think-tanks, the private sector, and 

other stakeholders from both developing and developed countries. Notably, it will support national 

efforts for reporting progress on SDG Target 17.14 to “enhance policy coherence for sustainable 

development”. It provides a space for showcasing PCSD efforts, and for linking to voluntary follow-

up mechanisms of the 2030 Agenda, in particular to the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development (HLPF). We invite you to join the Partnership and to commit to voluntary deliverables 

on PCSD. Do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information. 

 

 

 

 

https://community.oecd.org/community/pcsdpartnership
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=12066
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdinaction


 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

SDG Partnership Exchange, 18 July, New York 

This event, “Supporting the Sustainable Development Goals through multi-stakeholder partnerships – 

ensuring that no one is left behind”, is organised on the occasion of the 2016 High-level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development by the Division for Sustainable Development, UN Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs, in collaboration with the UN Office for Partnerships. 

The OECD-PCD Unit has been invited to present the Multi-stakeholder Partnership for Enhancing 

Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (“the PCSD Partnership”). Ebba Dohlman, on behalf 

of the PCSD Partnership, will participate in the panel “Partnerships with focus on data, media and 

innovative tools for the SDGs”, moderated by Mitchell Toomey, Director of the SDG Action 

Campaign.  

HLPF Side Event, at 6.15 pm, 19 July, Conference Room 7, UNHQ, New York 

The high-level event ”Ensuring no-one is left behind: the importance of PCSD” is being co-organised 

by the Government of Sweden, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD), and the World Resources Institute (WRI) in collaboration with a coalition of think tanks 

which includes European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM), European 

Environment Agency (EEA), German Development Institute (DIE), Korean Environment Institute (KEI), 

and Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI). It aims to boost political momentum, enable knowledge 

sharing, invigorate discussions taking place in capitals, and build a global partnership in support of 

policy coherence for sustainable development, as called for by SDG target 17.14.  

Speakers and panellists will consist of ministers from a range of countries, including the co-hosts, 

senior experts from think-tanks, and civil society and private sector representatives. Drawing on 

country case studies and cross-cutting analyses, they will highlight how countries are adapting 

strategies, policies and institutions to the 2030 Agenda. How have they gone about aligning global 

and national goals and targets? What gaps, shortfalls have they uncovered in the process? How have 

they sought to reflect the interests of the poor and excluded in planning for implementation?  

Romanian Development Camp (9th Edition) “Sustainable Development Goals: Building our 

common future and leave no one behind” Bucharest, Romania, 4-6 July 

This annual public event is organised by the Romanian NGDO Platform (FOND) in partnership with 

the UNDP Regional Centre for Europe and Central Asia and supported by the Romanian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs.    

This year’s edition is organised in the context of the new 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

and the SDGs. It aims to raise awareness of Romania’s expertise and good practices as an 

http://sdgactioncampaign.org/
http://sdgactioncampaign.org/
http://www.fondromania.org/en/


international donor and inspire Romanian institutions, organisations and individuals in implementing 

these goals at the national and global level. The key themes of the event will include: the 

implementation of the new SDGs and revision of the national framework aligned with the 2030 

Agenda – monitoring, accountability and review, policy coherence for sustainable development in a 

multi-stakeholder approach, best practices in the field and concrete action plans for the future, as 

well as updates on the new legal and strategic national framework on development cooperation. 

Ernesto Soria Morales from the PCD Unit has been invited to speak on the importance of policy 

coherence for sustainable development in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, in the session 

“Sustainable Development Goals – Turning Words into Practice”.   

 

RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE OECD-PCD UNIT  

 

Governance for Sustainable Development: Supporting the Implementation of the SDGs, 8 June, 

London 

This high-level seminar, which was organised by The Commonwealth Secretariat, explored the role 

of public institutions at the Centre of Government for achieving the SDGs. Speaking to a largely 

developing country audience, Audley Shaw, Minister of Finance and the Public Service, Jamaica, 

shared his country’s experience with integrating the SDGs into the national development planning 

framework, Vision 2030, which aims to put Jamaica in a position to achieve developed country status 

by 2030. Data Sri Idris-Jala, Advisor to the PM and CEO of the Performance Management  Unit 

(PEMANDU), Malaysia, explained Malaysia’s innovative methodology “Big Results Fast” in goals 

setting, prioritisation, implementation and measurement of the SDGs. As one of the panellists, Ebba 

Dohlman discussed how policy coherence can support the implementation of the SDGs with a focus 

on institutional mechanisms. 

Measuring and monitoring implementation of the SDGs: Fit for purpose?, 9 June, Geneva 

This conference was co-organised by the editorial team of the e-journal International Development 

Policy (DevPol), the Millennium Institute, and IHEID’s Centre for Finance and Development. It 

brought together academics, policy makers and development professionals for discussion organised 

in four panels: (i) multi-level/multi-stakeholder monitoring; (ii) a holistic view of complex adaptive 

systems; (iii) monitoring across sectors; and (iv) bigger and better: “big data” as a magic bullet. 

Carina Lindberg represented the OECD-PCD Unit and gave a presentation in session 2 on tracking 

progress in PCSD. The conference proceedings will feed into a special issue of DevPol, to which the 

OECD has been invited to contribute an article on how PC(S)D has been tackled in DAC peer reviews 

over the last 10 years.  

http://graduateinstitute.ch/files/live/sites/iheid/files/shared/events/2016/IHEID_SDG_Monitoring_Event_9_June%20_1205_01.pdf
http://poldev.revues.org/?lang=en


 

From left: Gilles Carbonier, the Graduate Institute; Stefania Fabrizio, IMF; Carina Lindberg, OECD; and Bartholomew Armah, UNECA. 

Connecting the dots across the SDGs: environment, justice and people – 10 June, The Hague 

The International Development Law Organization (IDLO), with the support from the Swiss 

Confederation and SwedBio, hosted a workshop in The Hague to discuss recent major advances in 

global agendas on the themes of environmental sustainability and law and justice. The workshop 

brought together biodiversity experts, legal and human rights professionals, climate specialists, 

government representatives, members of civil society and academics. Participants discussed 

potential entry points for promoting biodiversity, through entrepreneurship, land laws, legal 

frameworks, and engaging criminal courts to treat offenses against biodiversity as a violation of 

fundamental human rights. Conclusions from the workshop urged experts to develop cross-cutting 

frameworks, identify synergies, and employ both top-down and bottom-up approaches in order to 

achieve inter-linked goals across the 2030 Agenda. Ernesto Soria Morales from the PCD Unit 

participated by video link to make a presentation on “Policy coherence for sustainable development 

as a means of implementation for interconnected sustainable development goals”.  

14th European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) Workshop, 14 June, Berlin 

The European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) in collaboration with the German Federal 

Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety, held its 14th ESDN 

Workshop on the topic “Developing the ESDN peer learning approach to support the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for SD and the SDGs – Experiences and needs for peer learning 

and peer review processes”. Ebba Dohlman from the PCD Unit participated in a panel to present on 

“OECD Peer Reviews: a framework to compare experiences and ‘best practices’ for Peer Learning”, 

drawing on the experience of the OECD Economic Surveys, Environmental Performance Reviews and 

DAC Peer Reviews. She also explained how applying a policy coherence lens to the reviews could 

inform policy making with regard to possible synergies and trade-offs, and identify negative 

spillovers of domestic policies on well-being elsewhere and for future generations. 

 

 

http://www.idlo.int/
http://www.sd-network.eu/quarterly%20reports/report%20files/pdf/2016-April-Exploring_Peer_Learning_to_support_the_implementation_of_the_2030_Agenda_for_SD.pdf


 

European Development Days, 15-16 June, Brussels  

During the European Development Days (EDD) – Europe’s leading forum on development and 

international co-operation – OECD Deputy Secretary-General Douglas Frantz participated in an event 

on “Policy Coherence in Practice: Ensuring Delivery of the SDGs”, which focused on whole-of-

government approaches for implementing the 2030 Agenda. Watch the webcast of the event here. 

 

NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

 

OECD Business and Finance Outlook 2016  

This edition of the OECD Business and Finance Outlook focuses on 

fragmentation: the inconsistent structures, policies, rules, laws and 

industry practices that appear to be blocking business efficiency and 

productivity growth. It manifests itself at all levels of the global 

economy, from the global macro-economy to sectoral and micro-

economic issues to legal ones. For example, variations in laws and legal 

regimes across countries unnecessarily fragment the economic 

environment by treating similar activities differently. One area where 

this is an issue is foreign bribery. In many jurisdictions sanctions are 

weak and foreign bribery may be an attractive investment. In others, 

foreign bribery is subject to strong penalties, although some of these 

are not backed up by effective enforcement.  

 

 

Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2016 

This annual publication provides information on policy developments 

and related support to agriculture in OECD countries and selected 

partner economies, measured with the OECD Producer Support 

Estimate methodology. It argues that governments need to implement 

more ambitious policies to address the global challenges facing 

agriculture, notably a shift away from direct support to farmers towards 

greater assistance for innovation systems that will improve productivity 

and sustainability. The report finds that support to producers in OECD 

countries has roughly halved in intensity over the past 30 years, and 

now amounts to 17% of gross farm receipts. Average support levels in 

the emerging economies have increased from very low or even 

negative levels, to approach the average level of OECD countries. 

https://www.eudevdays.eu/
https://eudevdays.eu/sessions/policy-coherence-practice-ensuring-delivery-sustainable-development-goals
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/oecd-business-and-finance-outlook-2016_9789264257573-en#page1
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/agriculture-and-food/agricultural-policy-monitoring-and-evaluation-2016_agr_pol-2016-en#page1


 

The Economic Consequences of Outdoor Air Pollution 

This report provides a comprehensive assessment of the economic 

consequences of outdoor air pollution in the coming decades, focusing 

on the impacts on mortality, morbidity, and changes in crop yields as 

caused by high concentrations of pollutants. Unless more stringent 

policies are adopted, findings point to a significant increase in global 

emissions and concentrations of air pollutants, with severe impacts on 

human health and the environment. The market impacts of outdoor air 

pollution are projected to lead to significant economic costs, which are 

illustrated at the regional and sectoral levels, and to substantial annual 

global welfare costs. 

 

Launch of the OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook launch in Rome, 

Monday 4 July 

The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025 analyses agriculture 

production trends over the next decade, with detailed supply, demand, 

trade and price estimates of major agricultural commodities for 41 

countries and 12 geographical regions. It examines how trade has an 

increasing role in global food security as food supply and demand 

become more geographically separated, with exports of many key 

commodities notably concentrated in a few countries. The report also 

looks at how farming and the food chain need to adapt to and mitigate 

climate change. A special chapter in this year’s report focuses on 

challenges facing sub-Saharan Africa and its strategic priorities in 

feeding a fast-growing and rapidly-urbanizing population. 

The OECD Secretary-General Angel Gurría and FAO Director-General 

José Graziano da Silva will present the report during a media briefing at 

FAO Headquarters in Rome starting at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/environment/the-economic-consequences-of-outdoor-air-pollution_9789264257474-en#page1
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/launch-of-the-oecd-fao-agricultural-outlook-launch-in-rome.htm

